children are transformed from free-roaming social individuals to creatures con®ned at the mercy of their parents. One of the greatest achievements of the last century was the prevention of epidemics and disabling infectious diseases such as smallpox, poliomyelitis, rubella and measlesÐby immunization. The cessation of smallpox vaccination, we now realize, was premature because the virus was never made extinct. Stocks of frozen virus were preserved in the USSR and the USA, accessible to biological warfare strategists and scientists. With more than twenty years' worth of susceptibles, the earth's population is ripe for a devastating epidemic. Yet we are in danger of repeating this error, on a smaller scale, with other diseases. Today many young parents, perhaps believing that medicine has conquered infectious diseases and without personal experience of the devastating consequences of polio or congenital rubella syndrome, have decided that the risks of immunization are greater than the risks of disease. Like Rappaccini's daughter these children are not safe: their immunological naivety is a risk to themselves as well as to their community. They are both victims and vectors.
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A mother and children overlooking Paddington Green
Paddington Green Children's Hospital was founded in 1883 as a successor to the Children's Dispensary in the neighbourhood. The ®rst building was a failure and was demolished after a few years on the grounds that it was insanitary. Its more imposing successor, with Flemish gables, much terracotta and decorated inside with picture tiles, was opened in 1895. The building was designed by H Percy Adams, the son and grandson of doctors, then at the beginning of a distinguished career as an architect with a special interest in medical buildings. SW Elmes and Son were commissioned to make a sculpture over the hospital entrance. The woman and children remain as a reminder of the original purpose of the building, now converted into¯ats.
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